': Gﬂlm‘iuntesi‘un‘animtiufsly*it’o-* '
close Hartford's landfill

* continue workmg W‘lth the mty to devel—
op 4 closing plan and to find any poten-
tial uses for the property, he adds.
Most of what goes into the Hartford
landfill today ~almost 32,061 tons in
2003 - is known as bulkv waste. The
. landfill also takes “nonprocessables”—
large items that can’t be burned-and

A
Finding reasonable concerns;
"CRRA scrubs expansion plans

By Laurie Ledgard e
T he operator of Hartfor d‘s landfill,

an ‘odorous motintain of trash
that'is ' both an: eyesore and
nosesore for any 1-91
driver, is dropping
éxpansion plans and
will close the landfill:
when it- reaches
capacity, in about
three years.
“People don’ t want

an expansion,” says'  the residents in the — trash-to-energy plat,
Steven T. Cassano, : ; 9 where most of the
the mayor of Man- North End. region’s garbage

chester ‘and board
member of the Con-
necticut  Resources
Recovery Authority
(CRRA), which owns
and operates the
landfill, -
The CRRA board voted unanimous-
Iy at a special meeting to follow the rec-
ommendation of its steering commit-
tee and focus on long-term alternatives

to using the landfill, rather than the

short-term expansion plan:

CRRA had sought earlier this year to
expand the 60-year-old landfill vertical-
ly, adding an estimated 1.5 million tons

of trash by going up 50 additional feet. -
The landfill is located on a 104-acre site

between [:91 and the Connecticut vaer
in Hartford’s North End.

The waste comes from the 70 mern-

ber-towns in the CRRA’s Mid-Con-
necticut Project, which stretches from
the shoreline to the Massachusetts
border 'and into Litchfield County.
" Board members admit'that North
End residents they met with at an
April public meeting made persuasive
arguments against growing the land—
fill any further:

““There is justice in the issues
brought to us by the residents in the
North End,” says board membet Ben-
son R. Cohn. ;

- “This shows respect for the commu-
nity,” adds member Raymond O'Brien.

CRRA had agreed that if there was
too much public outery against landfill
expansion, then it would not go for-
ward with its plans:

“Reaqonable people had teasonable
concerns,” says CRRA Pr951dent
Thomas D. Kitk.

“That’s pretty forward thinking of

them,” says Marilyn Rossetti, execu-,
tive director of Hartford Areaq Rally:

Together (HART). “They did the right
thing.”

Board Chairman Michael A:Pace,
Old Saybrook’s first selectman, says he
called or met with a number of CRRA
stakeholders to alert them of the pend-
ing vote; including Hartford Mayor
Eddie Perez, Secretary Marc Ryan of
the Office of Policy and Management,
and State Treasurer Denise Nappier.

Referring to Perez, Pace says, “I had
a general sense of his support for this.”

Pace notes that the CRRA decision
regarding the landfill will not affect tip-
ping fees, which will remain at their

current market rate. The board wiltalso .

6There is _]ustzce in the
issues brought to us by Lesidue from the

= Board member Benson R, Cohn ‘

‘South Meéadows plant. Pace says the
ash landfill has at least another seven
years of capacﬂ:y left.
Kirk, voicing sentiments similar to
those of other board members, says
“that it is “better” for CRRA to find
Jong-term solutions to the landfill situ-
ation: Expansion would have been'a
short-term fix, he noted, and in a few

converted toelectric
power, such as furni-
-~ ‘ture and construction
debris. It also takes
about 75,000 tons
a year in process

South “Meadows

‘ends up.
““Ash is buried on |
a- separate 16-acre

area piece of the 104-
~acre site after it is
“taken from CRRA’s

~ " Continued on page 38
b r

Visit our Web site at www.hbjoumal:eo/n

Landfill .
: Continued from page 7

- years, it would have reachcd capac1ty
Some of these long-term solutions
include exporting the Mid-Connecticut
Project’s trash out-of-state, siting a
new landfill elsewhere in Connecticut,
or finding “other technological fixes”

: 'ed in September, ‘Egan says.
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new la.ndﬁ]l sitein the state

Peter W. Egan, CRRA’s director of

“environmental services, says the

authority currently has a study under
way that is trying to identify sites
capable of handling 15 to 20 years of
future trash capacity.
The results of that study are expect-

"This is a good thing for Hartford

o

Hartford’s landfill will be closed when it reach capacity.

for the trash situation. Pace refers to
this as “volume reduction technology.”
Other short-term fixes following the

-trashto landfills in Windsor and Man-

chester, although both those sites also
‘have limited capacity left. -

“There will be no solutions in the

term solutmns w111 take five or more
years.”, -

" Pace says that the CRRA ' has
already started looking around for a

landfill closing may include sending-

three-year window,” Kirk says. “Long-

and a good thing for the health and
social issues being raised,” Perez says.
* The city is proactively looking at the
closure and monitoring issues that will
arise when permanent closing of the
landfill takes place, the mayor says.
At the same time; Perez has asked
two “city council members, Robert
Painter and rJo Winch; to look into
potential uses for the property after
the landfill closes.
"We're trying to be proactlve about
this,” Perez says. - |
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North Meadows residents don’t want to mxwumnm the wma%:, wi

h s the first 55@

travelers on 1-91 see when mm?rmm mmﬁo rd. The mayor has yet to ,zmwmr in.

By >_mxm=am« Uio«xoé_ﬁ

WG _E:ﬁ_:m season in the Notth Meadows neigh- -
. borhood. Wildlife biologists began patrolling the
4 landfill there in April, picking off seagulls with

. ,mwo,n,m:,: . The biologists, employees of the United

States Department of Agriculeure, are hot searching
for- trophies to put on. their walls. They were:
brought in by the Connecticuc Resources Recovery
Austhority, which manages the Jandfill, to help clean
the site by killing off the birds that drop their feces
on the neatby car dealerships and homes. ~ /

shoow:._m at thesite of the landfill :oéxmm not
the way: it shotild be, mmB»a Thomias 5% Owﬁ Al
president. “But

CRRA,; the @zum_ﬁcw_ﬁ agency Eva runs Oc?

necticut’s sanitation services, is nos:mmn_zw filing an

application with the state to increase the maximutn
allowable height of the _mbm.m__ from 138 feet to 188
feet, keeping it opert until 2012. The CRRA is run-,
ning out of room at the northern Hartford dump,
which will have to-shut dowri iti tw years if the'ex-
pansion request is not granted. Finding an alternate:
location would be more expensive, and the CRRA’s
mandate is to- m:\oﬁmm trash services as cheaply as.
possible. Given that the landfill meets state stan-
dards, the Ummmzinsﬂ of Environmental Protec-

- tiony if and when it receives an expansion %@:ow‘
tion, may very well approve it.

CRRA, however, is not taking the %vrnuﬂon
process lightly: In SnEEm the birds and other prob-
lems at the landfill, the agency. is trying to temper
resistarice t0 @

esting question is. the political issue,” Kirk says.

Agency representatives have begun meeting with

Hartford residents; promising to stop the process if -
there is “significant” community opposition. -

" But just as importantly, the CRRA is courting
City Hall. Over the last year, CRRA officials have
been meeting with city officials to discuss the fu:
tuire of the landfill. Ac thie center of the talks is the
estimated-$14 mill > ¢ fump

layer of synchetic fiber and miaintain it for at least

'30 years. The. CRRA says the city is responsible -

for the $14 million, a claim n_am::& by Mayor:

. Eddie Perezs mn_BE_v:éac? So'the CRRA has

offered the ctya deal: to cover the $14 million
if the expansion goes through: Tt would bé a sub-
stantial gift to a city that struggles to keep schools

. ‘open andpolice on. the streets.

“We would either give it to the city or 6_8 ﬁrn re-

~sponsibility for closing, W:w says. nm:rﬂ way; Qﬁ

city will be off the hook.”

In the meantinie, the mayor vum vﬁ to speak n:_u.

licly about the moa_w_m mxmm:m_o:t

he ?ER of the _Eim: is the'issue arwn never
. dies, and it won't quiet down anytime soon.
The dump has existed since the 1940s, bu

up until 1982, it was relatively small. That year; -

City Manager Woodrow Wilson Gaitor signed off.
on a plan-to allow the CRRA ro use the Hartford
landfill for the' members.of its mid- Oonnmocacn

Project, which ‘has grown to 70 towns and

800,000 people: The Emcx ommnnvmmm led to two

ble expansion. “The more intet- -

: expansions and a much Emmom pile of trash.

TRAVELERS TOWER
o 527 Feet -

“When I moved here, it was not a hill; it wasa

- hole,” says Helen Nixon, a North Hartford activisc
and resident of Sunset Street; the closest residen-
tial street to the dump. “And it has been growing
and mnocﬁnm and growing mam now it has vnnoam

a mountain.”
Why did the city approve such a deal in the frst

~place? At the time, the plan to burn trash at a new.
‘South Meadows plant was pottrayed as an inexpen-
sive way to produce energy from trash, according to
© Hartford: Gourant articles from that year. The real
oncern at the time was the price of tipping fees, not:
‘the size of the landfill. Former Councilman John*
- O’'Connell; who was one of two on the Oo::n__ who

voted against the plan, says the Council was led to

LANDFILL
Possible Height 188 Feet
E mwizm_cs is m_‘mzﬂm&,

,ﬁllﬂl,.lunllal

" Will the city agree to let the landfill wqoéw

-~ believe that ‘the’ trash-burning plan’ meant. that

garbage “would take up less space” and actually &oi
down the pace of growth of the fandfill
A Courant editorial lairded the move, sayi g ‘ER,

. City Cotincil has acted responsibly by providing for
a solution now; before the naoEaB becomes desper- -

~ate.” Few took notice of a provision in the lease that
allowed the CRRA to seck permits to continually ex- -

pand the height om the landfill; a ?csm_on that also

says that the city “shall cooperate” with the e expan:.

sion applications.

~Today, the dump has _unooin &5&& of the city’s
 struggles; welcoming
" Bradley ?Qon traveling into Hartford along 1-91

Before coming to the landfill; the trash from the"

itors from Massachusetts and

,wo central Oo:..an:n:n towns E.a cities first arrives

larger landfill, and the ash area

-~

Current Height 134 Feet
RIS

PETER M. MORLOCK PHOTO ILLUSTRATION

as the _uEE:m plant in Sotieh Meadows. The teash is

separated. Most of the organic waste is burned into
ash, which is then trucked to the 16-acre ash landfill.

in North Meadows. Thé remaining waste residue,
“along with bulky waste such as furnicure, is taken to
the larger 84-acre landfill; just to the south of the ash

area. The current ‘expansion plans only include the
Eﬁmﬁﬁ&,, to mrmm
‘down in 2009.

Many in Ewnnmo& see the &:E_u a5 ahealth i Isste
and are particulatly nonanz.am abott asthma. mEm.

“fes, however, have failed to ‘prove any link between -

the landfill and health am.mng (See sidebar)
Bur ,cr;a ia &:Bw ‘may not be gi Sm »E\gn

- ISMELL Amarr ooz:zcmm ONPABES
THE m.»wuﬁog >U<OD>Hm _ MAY- 13, 2004 7
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resi Qmmwm race is at
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the cars,” says Steve Gorss, the

owner of the Super 8 Motel in
North Meadows.

Sunset Street residents have
also “filed -a suit* against the

the center of the issue. crea
. iy The. landfill can alsp mBn=
Nea %M% all the residents Everyone agrees the odor is not
S e as bad as it used to be, bur resi-
who live wp in dents of Sunset Street, the neigh-
boring Violet Street and south-
smelling distance of

the mmwﬁ% are black.
The CRRA board is
made up entirely of
white men, none of
whom are from
Hartford.

asthma, the landfill certainly has been a
" headache: Despite efforts to clean it up,
- the site still attracts birds. The North
Meadows business community, which is
composed mostly of car dealerships, cur-
rently has a lawsuit against the CRRA;
claiming the bird droppings have low-
ered their property values.
“We have pictures  of “birds  dive
bombing customers and bird crap over

ern portions of Windsor'often
complain about the smell on'a
hot summer day.

“I 'know you cant sit:in- my
backyard in the summer. Because
it stinks!” says Roma Marrow, a
resident of Sunset Street.

Everyday, Metropolitan Dis-*:

trict Commission workers under

a CRRA contract dump a pile of

topsoil atop the landfill to help

contain the smell, and wells and

pipes collect the methane gas for

electric use. Yer residents still
complain of odors.

“The bottom line — landfills can
still smell even despite the best efforts,”
says Neal Bolton, a California engineer
who has written extensively on'land-
fills. “T'wouldn’t want to live next to a
landfill, even a well-run landfill; and
no one should.”

To North Hartford residents; race is
at the center of the issue. Nearly all the

residents who live within smelling dis-
tance of the dump are black. The CRRA
gm& is made up entirely of white men,
none of whom are from Hartford. Dr.
Mark Mitchell, president of the Con-
necticut: Coalition for Environmental
Justice, points to a recent University of
Hartford ‘study that determined ‘the
greatest predictor of where a trash facili-
ty is located is the percentage of people
of color in the surrounding area.

“This is what we call environmental
racism. It’s the overburdening of com-
‘munities of color,” Mitchell says. “Why
are certain commubnities selected to bear
this disproportionate ‘burden?: Every-
body produces trash. Why is it concen-
trated on communities of color?”

Some members of the City Council
have &Rm% spoken against the possible
expansion; despite the Oww\wm $14 mil-
lion offer.

“They can keep the 14 million dol-
lars,” says Councilman Ken Kennedy. “It
could be a billion doilars. No amount of
money is enough.”

But Mayor Perez has ‘so far kept
quiet, a concern to activists.

“I see this as a watershed issue for all

“elected officials in Hartford,” says Steve

Harris; an active member of Hartford’s
African’ American Alliance, “What does
it take for elected: officials to get behind
sﬁmrvo%ocn_ folks? They rwﬁ been
very @Emr so it hag'been very difficult

w/
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: garbaae semce«s ?c Haft‘ord !i shaot up -

dram 'V'tscaiiy, since the agency we | likely have to ship.
of sta’ze The increase is expscted to, ost
v thai’ s currem:%\; contemp atzng the

says't the clty must coopexate
move cou[d put the

rendy pays about $800, 000 annually
er costs:associated with the dfill,

cy will hks[y have to mp trash
ease is expected 10 cost

we moncy; $1 million a year.
" “I¢s a rough decision for the fol

. amine the political side of it,” Kirk says
* should be raking advantage of a resour
2 safe and envuunmentally c

Inthe end the mayor must decxde to. :
‘against the expansion’ or quledy let r.he CRRA
i i\ F

10 spca.k against the pos-
lates r_he pro ision uf the lease - : zzdwquowztz@hmﬁ rdad

sxble expansxon,




